ALBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Albury Parish Council held on Monday 4th February 2008, at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall

Present:
Cllr N Wenman (in the chair), Cllrs J Brockwell, P Gellatly, R Hogben, 



D Nicholson, G Robinson, P von Radowitz



The Mayor, Cllr M Nevin



Richard Lilleystone, Clive Cumner, Gasrec



Borough Cllr D Wright



County Cllr D Davis



PCSO Paul Hyde



38 members of the public



The Clerk, Mrs J Cadman

	19/08
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Were received from Cllrs J Chapman and J Croucher



	20/08
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

1) Councillors were reminded that they must register an interest in any items on the agenda for this meeting, where appropriate, at the beginning of the meeting.

2) Councillors were further reminded that they must ensure that their register of interests is kept up to date and the Clerk advised of changes and additions.

The meeting was adjourned for the next two items



	21/08
	WELCOME TO THE MAYOR OF GUILDFORD

Cllr Mike Nevin had been involved in raising a considerable amount of money for charity during his year of office.  The previous evening he had attended a performance of Les Miserables at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, cast entirely from school children and disabled children.  The music had been played by the Surrey Youth orchestra.  The Mayor’s Lantern Walk the previous autumn had attracted 850 people and had raise £24,500 for the Fountain Centre at St Lukes. The Mayor was also involved with the Halo Project, which focussed on young adults with special needs.  Cllr Nevin pointed out that children with special needs were well cared for until the age of 16/17, but there was little for them after that.   

As Mayor, Cllr Nevin  had represented the Borough Council on many occasions over the past year.  He had been to a number of parish council meetings, and believed that they were vitally important to the health of a village.   He had met with the Royal Family, and visited a number of schools.  It was lovely to see how impressed the children were with his regalia, and he had been able to tell them that he was about the 650th Mayor in Guildford.  



	22/08
	PRESENTATION FROM RICHARD LILLEYSTONE, GASREC.

The Chairman introduced Richard Lilleystone, Chief Executive, and Clive Cumner, Chairman, of Gasrec and explained that their company had now completed the building of a plant at the landfill site which would extract the methane gas that was currently being burnt to the air and use it as a fuel.  The company was not associated with the landfill operatives and the Parish Council was pleased that they had addressed health and safety concerns that had been raised earlier in the project.

Richard Lilleystone advised that Gasrec’s mission statement was to produce a carbon neutral fuel from society’s waste, and to use it to power those services and vehicles which are essential to society.  The plant in Albury could well be a world first.  There was another similar plant in Seattle, which used different technology.

At present Gasrec were intending to sell the fuel to local authorities, and expected to be able to extract gas from the site for the next 15 years.  

Mrs Caton asked if it was intended to hide the storage tanks, which she could see from her house.  Richard undertook to check against the planting scheme agreed with SCC and to get back to her.  He reminded the meeting that his company had undertaken in the very early stages to ensure that they did everything possible to minimise the impact on local people, and it was important that the plant was as unobtrusive as possible.

Richard showed slides of the site, and answered further questions as follows:

· Waste products from the gas extraction would be returned to landfill.

· Risk in transport:  the gas was explosive  but no more so than petrol. Stringent safety measures had been put in place to minimise the danger of spillage at the time of filling the tanker.  The Health and Safety Executive had now approved the site for operation.

· Traffic:  there would be 1 vehicle movement a day for 15 years.  

· Restoration:  at the end of operations, the site would be returned to its original condition.

· Market:   a number of companies were commissioning new vehicles to take this fuel.

· Gasrec would pay a royalty to SITA for the gas extracted.  

The plant was due to ‘go live’ in the first week of March.  Gasrec’s web site would be up and running from the end of February.  Richard was looking forward to declaring Albury ‘carbon neutral’.

The meeting was re-convened, with 5 members of the public remaining.



	23/08
	MINUTES OF THE  MEETING HELD MONDAY 7th January 2008 having been previously circulated, were agreed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the chairman.



	24/08
	MATTERS ARISING

04/08:221/07a:  Albury History Society Archives The Society had decided to use The Surrey History Society Centre, run by SCC and based at Woking, for the storage of their archives.  Some books and postcards had been taken by the Surrey Archaeological Society.  It was also hoped that Guildford Museum would take some samplers of the old school house, worked by children in the mid-1800s. 

05/08d:  Greening the Borough Grant Scheme:  On application, it was discovered that this grant was only available to community groups and not to Parish Councils.

15/08:  Key to recreation ground:  Resolved.

istory H

	25/08
	CLERK’S MATTERS ARISING

a) Consultation on Orders and Regulations relating the conduct of Local Authority Members in England:  The document was on circulation and comments were requested by 15th February 2008, to be directed through the Clerk.

b) Grants and Section 137 Payments: Surrey Air Ambulance, who operated out of Dunsfold, had written asking for a donation to their work.  Their application for funding and report and accounts was on circulation and would be considered by the Finance Committee at their meeting to agree recommendations for Grants for the current financial year.

 

	26/08
	POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Paul Hyde advised that he had spoken to a number of residents over the past few weeks, and had not been advised of any problems.  From the police point of view, there were no particular problems in Albury, although there was an on-going issue of theft of plant and machinery in the area.  In addition, 20 saddles and tack had been stolen from Burrows Farm, and a £25,000 tractor stolen from Knowle House.

PCSO Hyde asked people to keep a look out, and to take the registration number of any car that was being driven slowly, or otherwise causing suspicion.



	27/08
	OPEN FORUM

1. Village Hall Charges:  Mrs Goddard asked for clarification of the new charges, which the Clerk did.  Cllr Wenman advised that the Parish Council were currently doing some analysis of the usage of the village hall, as it lost money.  Any ideas to make more use of the hall would be welcome, as at present it was only used for an average of 15% of the day throughout the year.  It was suggested that better kitchen facilities would be of benefit.

2. Speed limit at A25:  Cllr Davis advised that Cllr Patrick, a member of the Local Committee, had put together a small task group to examine this in some detail and it was likely that this would be on the agenda for the next meeting.  Cllr Hogben was asked to take this forward.

3. Signage at Silent Pool:  This was poor and dangerous.  The small island on the way down from Newlands Corner was also dangerous.  It was perceived that the biggest danger was from people who were used to the road as it used to be.  Cllr Davis pointed out that there had been hardly any accidents since the improvements had been put into place.



	28/08
	COMMITTEE REPORTS

Highways and Byways
a) Bridge Parapet:  Cllr Brockwell pointed out that it had taken 13 man-days to repair the parapet.  Cllr Davis would find out how much it had cost to do the work.  The Council were very pleased to have the work done, but agreed that it seemed a waste of resources.

b) Anstey’s footpath:  Clarification was required on who owned the footpath.  The bridleway appeared to go no-where.  It was agreed that this needed further clarification.

c) Little London:  one of the grips had overflowed the previous night, but generally the flood prevention methods were working well.

d) Flooding on near side of Park Road:  Rail Track still needed to clear the culvert.

e) Posts:  It was agreed to leave the smaller ones in place and replace the one which had been knocked over with a larger one.  

f) Farley Green Ditches:  The Clerk had received a communication from the Borough Council, raising their concerns about the cost, over and above that paid within the contract by the Parish Council, of carrying out the work required to keep the ditch clear.  The Clerk would respond in the first instance.
g) Hedge along Sherborne:  Cllr Brockwell would deal with this together with Philip Goddard.  

h) Traffic Calming:  Copy of letter from ADL Traffic Engineering to Derek Lake, Surrey County Council, had been circulated.  A meeting was to be arranged.


	29/08
	Community Development

a) Parish Plan:  Cllr Nicholson would try to get some more questionnaires completed, as at present the majority had been completed by older members of the community.  The committee was working with the Estate to identify areas of the village that could be developed.

b) Publicity: Parish Magazine:  A template for future newsletters had been circulated and was agreed to be excellent.  The quarterly newsletters required to achieve Quality Status would commence with the Annual Report, to go out to the village in March.

c) Web site:  Cllr Nicholson reminded the meeting that help was needed to keep the web site up to date.  (After the meeting, Hugh Cushion offered his services).

d) Exhibition at Albury Produce Plant Sale:  This is to take place on 26th April.  Cllr Nicholson hoped to get societies to set up stands in the village hall, with the intention of attracting new members.



	30/08
	Open Spaces, Recreation and the Environment

a) Village Green: Two quotes had been received and, since it had proved very difficult to get a third, Dennis Wheeler had agreed that the Parish Council could proceed with these.  Surrey Drives and Courtyards had proved the most competitive quote and so the Clerk would instruct them to proceed, once Cllr Brockwell had confirmed the cost of the York stone coping.
b) Light outside Library: Mr Lunnon had quoted a total cost of £340.00 to install a light on a timeswitch, and to undertake any other corrective work that was necessary.  The Clerk  had instructed him to proceed, and it was hoped that the work would be completed within the week.
c) Cricket Nets: Mr Nicholson and the Clerk had met with Mr Wheeler, GBC, who had approved the two companies who had provided quotations and agreed that Mr Nicholson should choose the company that he preferred.  The Clerk had obtained agreement from the Parish Council’s insurers that these would be covered under our policy, including public liability.  Maintenance would be carried out by the Cricket Club.  This project would now be taken forward by The Clerk, on behalf of Albury Parish Council, who would purchase and own the nets, and Mr Nicholson, on behalf of Albury Cricket Club.
d) HPublic Footpath No 212:  diversion order 2007  Confirmed by SCC on 9/1/08 and would come into effect on 9/2/08.  The effect of the order as confirmed would divert Footpath no 212 from its junction with Shophouse Lane at the south west corner of the garden to Medlar Cottage proceeding in a north easterly direction along the southern edge of the garden to a stile then continuing across a field in a north easterly direction to the north east corner field; to its junction with Shophouse Lane 7 metres south of the south west corner of the garden of Medlar cottage and proceeding in a north easterly direction for 40 metres to a kissing gate, then for a further 81 metres to rejoin its definitive route, as shown on the Order Map.

e) PBW 207 and 205 – upcoming works:  works were due to start on 28th January and bridleway 207 would be closed for up to 4 weeks.  The work involved surface and drainage works.  A plan of the location was circulated.


	31/08
	Planning

a)  Guildford Development Framework:  the planning committee discussed Albury House as a suggested site in the GDP and agreed that it should be included as a proposal for residential. The committee added two new suggestions for inclusion:
 1)  The field opposite (North) of the church that runs down to Old Bakery Mews should be used to create a village green.
2)   Create a retail area around the village hall and car park and extend the car parking area to the other side of the river with a footpath running to the Drummond Arms car park.
 

Cllr Wenman advised that a separate meeting of the Parish Council would be held shortly to discuss the above in more detail.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

08/P/00106 Yew Tree Cottage, Heath Lane, Albury
Two storey side extension following demolition of existing single storey side addition
The Planning Committee had no objection to this application.



	b)
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS DETERMINED BY GUILDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

07/P/2182 Land Adjacent to Cheynes, Brook Lane

Retrospective application for continued use of former stable building to house a domestic generator in addition to use of building for storage for domestic purposes.

Refused

07/P/2242 High Bowl, Brook Hill Farley Green

Two storey side extension following relocation of existing conservatory

Refused

07/P/2414 Cheynes, Brook Lane

Detached summer house following demolition of two timber sheds and wendy house

Refused.



	32/08
	Star Energy

a) Star Energy had advised that it would shortly be submitting a new planning application to Surrey County Council for appraisal drilling from the Albury wellsite.   The Council would be informed when that application has been registered, and Star Energy would then welcome a further meeting of the Liaison Committee in order to provide a briefing. The likely appropriate timing for that meeting would be in about a month’s time. 

The previous application had been withdrawn as it did not meet noise restrictions.  

b) Star Energy were still awaiting a response from the Secretary of State on the preliminary submission storage authorisation under the Gas Act 1965. At the moment, they had no indication when that might be forthcoming. 


	33/08
	Albury Landfill Site

A meeting of the Landfill Liaison Committee would take place on the 27th February, following an informal meeting with Geraint Rees on the 14th of the month.

Cllr Davis advised that the EA had taken the view that the overfill would settle with time, however SCC had taken the view that the waste was already partly settled, and would not settle as much as SITA believed.  

It was agreed that it was vital to achieve a restoration plan that would work.



	34/08
	Finance

a) Quality Status:  A summary of the scheme and the task list had been circulated.  The Parish Council committed to taking steps to be able to make a formal application before the end of the next parish council year.  Cllr Wenman stated that Quality Status would enable this Council to have more influence with the Borough.
b) A meeting of the finance committee was to be arranged to discuss Grants and Section 137 payments for recommendation to full Council at the March meeting.


	
	a) The following were paid out of meeting:

82) E Balshaw:  January

83) Straker:  Fireproof cabinet

84) J Chapman:  Childrens’ party entertainer

85) J Chapman:  Christmas tree decorations

86) Albury Estate:  Rent, Library

87) A R Marsden:  Albury Heath

88) Tom Brook

b) The following are presented for payment

89) EDF

90) J Cadman:  salary, January

91) Inland Revenue, Dec & Jan

92) EDF


	Chq no

d/d

149

150

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

154
	Amount

£480.01

£405.37

£120.00

£70.76

£152.74

£460.00

£60.00

£129.70

£763.68

£490.44

£104.55


	Power

LGA‘71 

	35/08
	COUNCILLORS BUSINESS for noting or including on a future agenda, 

No further matters were raised.



	36/08
	OUTSTANDING ITEMS

a) Clerk’s matters:  this list was circulated with the agenda.
b) Committee matters:  Cllr Wenman asked all committee chairmen to produce a list to be circulated with the agenda each month.  He asked that each committee endeavour to have a meeting before the next full council meeting in March.


	36/08
	NEW CORRESPONDENCE

Routine Correspondence had been circulated prior to the meeting.



	37/08
	OPEN FORUM

No further matters were raised.

	38/08
	DATES OF MEETINGS:

Full Council:


Monday 3rd March, 7.30pm





Monday 7th April, 7pm, Annual Assembly





Monday 12th May, 7.30pm, Annual Meeting

Finance, Admin and Personnel:

Date to be arranged

Highways and Byways:


Date to be arranged

Recreation, Open Spaces


ate to be arranged

Community Development:


Date to be arranged

Planning:  Every Monday at 7pm if there are plans to determine.


	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15pm.
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