ALBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Albury Parish Council held on Monday 7th January 2008, at 7.30pm, in the Memorial Library

Present:
Cllr N Wenman (in the Chair), Cllrs J Brockwell, J Chapman, 


P Gellatly, D Nicholson, G Robinson, P von Radowitz



PCSO Paul Hyde



Mr A Nicholson



The Clerk, Mrs J Cadman
	01/08
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs J Croucher and R Hogben. 


	02/08
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

1) Councillors were reminded that they must register an interest in any items on the agenda for this meeting, where appropriate, at the beginning of the meeting.  
2) Councillors were further reminded that they must ensure that their register of interests is kept up to date and the Clerk advised of changes and additions.

Cllr Robinson declared an interest in 11/08:  Planning Applications received:  26 Westonfields.  


	03/08
	MINUTES OF THE  MEETING HELD MONDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2007 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman


	04/08
	MATTERS ARISING

210/07:192/07 Section 106 Monies:  Dennis Wheeler had confirmed that Section 106 monies could not be used for the fencing opposite the Estate Office, as this was Highway land.  The Clerk would continue to pursue the possibility of funding through the AONB office and SCC.
210/07:195/07b:  Post Office:  Cllr Chapman had been advised that the Surrey, Berks and West Sussex Area Plan proposal had identified the Albury Branch as one which Post Office Ltd proposed to keep open.  She was warned, however, that the proposal could change as a result of the public consultation still to take place and advised that she should not take any further steps until the final Area Plan had been published.
221/07a:   Albury History Society Archives:  Cllr Wenman reported that he had spoken to Janet Brown, Society Secretary, offered the help of the Parish Council, and arranged to visit Mr and Mrs Casbard with her to view the archives, to ascertain the volume of storage space required.  He would report further at the February meeting.
221/07b:  Gasrec: A letter had been received from Mr LIlleystone, summarising the situation to date, as follows:
· Plant Build:  97% completed with electrical installation items only remaining.  Site now secure with 24/7 security systems in place, although before had experienced 8 attempted thefts, with £30,000 of cable taken on one occasion.

· Power Supply:  full power expected first quarter 2008, after upgrading of grid.

· Plant safety:  excellent, 4 incidents reported, most serious a minor cut.

· Regulatory issues:  plant constructed in accordance with all requirements, but have been minor variations which require an application for variation to planning permission.  These include: variation to site boundary, modification to flare compound area, establishment of a control/classroom unit to entrance of site and the revision for a soak away.  Also a breach in planning consent with regard to landscaping programme, which will now start Feb 08 with a resubmission of detail to SCC.

· Post commissioning:  First quarter 2007 will see plant running and producing the first cnLBM in Europe.  Wish to launch the site and to engage the Parish Council in this from an early stage.  Possibly might present Parish Council with a complete photographic record of the plant build and a plaque declaring Albury “Carbon Free”.
It was agreed to invite him to the February meeting to give an update, being a matter of interest for the Mayor’s visit.

It was agreed to suggest that Gasrec should mount an exhibition with the Parish Council, at the Produce Society Plant Show in April.  Action:  Cllr Nicholson.


	05/08
	CLERK’S MATTERS ARISING

a) Reading Packs:  The Clerk wished o return to distributing routine correspondence through reading packs, to ensure that all members had the opportunity to view documents received.  It was agreed to trial this.
b) Review of Members Allowances:  Report submitted by the Parish Remuneration  Panel was circulated before the meeting and had also  been published on the Parish Noticeboards.  Members were asked to note the recommendations under points 9 and 13, which were that a Chairmans Allowance should continue to be paid, that no allowance would be made to councillors, but that they would be paid for travel outside the parish and subsistence allowance when on Council business.
c) Parish Council representation of Guildford Local Strategic Partnership and Standards and Audit Committee:   the only nomination for both positions was Councillor Tom Harris of Ripley Parish Council, and his appointment was confirmed by the Guildford Local Strategic Partnership at its meeting held 18 October 07.
d) Greening the Borough Grant Scheme:  GBC had written inviting applications for grants for projects that had an environmental/sustainable element.  It was agreed to pursue a grant for the Farley Green Pond, but also to ask for an extension on the closing date of 11th January, as the information had only come in over the Christmas period, and if this was forthcoming to consider other projects.



	06/08
	POLICE MATTERS

a) Cable stolen from Gasrec’s site:  PC Hyde thanked the Parish Council for this information.  

b) Building Site:  Thieves had attempted to steal plant from a building site in Albury.  A number of builders had equipment stolen from their vans.

c) Thefts:  A number of burglaries had taken place around Halfpenny Lane area.  Cllr von Radowitz reported that she had experienced a break-in to one of her horse boxes.  PSCO Hyde advised that a quad bike had been stolen from the stable at Brook.

d) PCSO Hyde reminded Members of the contact number for incidents:  0845 125 2222. and asked them to phone and ask residents to phone if they saw anything suspicious.  All reports were fed through to the local police.  

e) Drop-Ins:  only one person had used this facility in the last 3 months, and 2 in the corresponding facility in Gomshall.  PC Patey and PCSO would talk to the Clerk about using the Village Centre at a different time of day for a further experimental time.  Cllr Nicholson would discuss a link from the Albury web-site to the police web-site.
f) 4x4 vehicles on Farley Green:  Cllr von Radowitz reported that vehicles were driving across the Green after leaving Ryde Lane.  She agreed to report any incidents.


	07/08
	OPEN FORUM

No matters were raised.



	08/08
	COMMITTEE REPORTS

Highways and Byways 

Cllr Hogben tabled the current schedule of works through the Chair and had reported that no items on the schedule had been attended to, except the verges and the bank down to the Tillingbourne.  He expected the work schedule to be completed within the next two to three weeks.
a)  Little London:  Anstells Footpath:  No update.

b)  Little London:  Flooding:  Railtrack had two vans on site over the past few days.
c)  Guildford Lane:  the recent partial resurfacing had resulted in a significant improvement but some residents had been critical of the partial nature of the works with a number of potholes that still needed repairing.  It was noted that the Closure Notice ran for a period of 18 months, and SCC had indicated their intention of re-surfacing the entire road later this year.

d)  Bridge Parapet:  Cllr Brockwell commented that it had taken 7 men on the first day and 6 on the second to carry out the work on the parapet.  Cllr Hogben would be asked to bring this to the attention of SCC and ascertain the cost of the repair..
e)  Farley Green Ditches:  Correspondence from Dennis Batchelor, GBC, had been circulated prior to the meeting, together with a copy of the relevant minute from the Parish Council meeting held 7th March 2005,  This correspondence clarified the agreement between the Borough Council and the Parish Council, and the cost per clean, ratified at the March 2005 meeting.  It was agreed to take this no further at present.  
f)  Fencing opposite Estate Office:  No further action had been advised to the Clerk to date.  She had asked for an update from the Surrey Hills Office and Dave Symonds and would now try and arrange a meeting.
g) Traffic Calming:  A report was expected within the next two weeks.
h)  Albury Heath:  Phillip Goddard had carried out the work requested in his work schedule.  

i)  Hedge leading to A25:  needed to be thinned out to allow the flail to be effective.


	09/08
	Community Development

a) Parish Plan: Closing date was 15th January and Cllr Nicholson hoped to encourage some of those who had not yet replied to do so.  Neither Farley Green nor Newlands Corner were well represented.  
b) Carol Singing: had raised the sum of £85 for the Friendship Club, which Cllr Chapman would present at their next meeting.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Drummond Arms to thank them for their hospitality.  The carol singing had been held inside, there had been a number of children and the atmosphere had been very good.
c) Meeting:  There would be an informal meeting of this committee on 15th January.  

d) Publicity:  Cllr Nicholson believed that it would be good to have our own parish magazine, to be more inclusive than the church magazine was able to be.  Cllr Brockwell pointed out that a requirement of Quality Council status was that the Parish Council should produce a quarterly news letter.  The Clerk reminded the Council that an Annual Newsletter would be produced in March, to be delivered to all households in good time before the Annual Assembly.  Cllr Nicholson would draw up a template, which would allow each committee to add a report on their area.

e) Exhibition at Albury Produce Plant Sale:  Cllr Brockwell advised that the date would be set at the meeting on the 24th January, and he would advise Cllr Nichsolson.



	10/08
	Open Spaces, Recreation and the Environment

Albury Cricket Club:  (Cllr Nicholson declared a personal interest and took no part in the discussion on this item, numbered as f.  
Minutes of the meeting held 5th December had been circulated before the meeting.
a) Farley Green Pond:  No further action had been taken.
b) Daffodils:  Cllr Gellatly had obtained top-soil and had creosoted the tubs.  The bulbs would be planted shortly.  Members expressed their appreciation of his work on this.

c) Village Green:  The Clerk had received clarification on Surrey Drives’ quotation.  Comparative costs between the two companies who had quoted to date were as follows:  

Surrey Drives and Courtyards: £3194 + VAT


SR Newman:  £3985 + VAT.


Neither quotation included Yorkstone coping.  SD & C estimated the 
extra cost of this at £1765 + VAT.  Cllr Brockwell believed it should be less.
A further quotation was awaited. It was agreed that Cllr Brockwell and the Clerk should take this forward, with the intention of completing the project within the £5,000  budget agreed in as short a time frame as possible, with the assistance of Dennis Wheeler, GBC.
d) Christmas tree:  the tree had been lovely and well received, but next year it should be bigger, because of the wall which had obstructed a lot of it this year.  
e) Light outside library:  quotation awaited.  The Clerk would  pursue this, to complete as soon as possible.
f) Cricket Nets:  Dennis Wheeler, Guildford Borough Council, had approved the use of Section 106 monies for this purpose, provided that the nets were accessible for use by the general public.  Albury Estate had confirmed (letter circulated) that they had no objection to the nets, and that they would be accessible to the general public by law.

 Members were asked to consider the proposal to spend up to £23,000 (inc FSA grant) on the nets subject to the following:
(i) Confirmation of the grant from the FSA of £10,000;

(ii) The Agreement of GBC to the expenditure together with their active involvement in the procurement and project management of the delivery/installation;

(iii) Albury Cricket Club entering into an agreement with APC to maintain the nets free of charge.

Cllr Wenman explained that the FSA had agreed to re-allocate the grant to Albury Parish Council, leaving £13,000 to be funded from S106 monies.  The letter from Albury Estate had confirmed that the ground was common land and therefore was available for use by everyone.  They had also confirmed that they were happy that the nets should be there for public access.

Cllr Wenman adjourned the meeting to allow Mr Nicholson to speak.

Mr Nicholson advised the council that the current single net was in a very bad state of repair and unfit for purpose.  He had obtained two quotations for a three lane net, both of which had stated a total cost of around £23,000.  He would wish to seek the expertise of GBC to decide which quotation would be more appropriate.  He explained that the nets needed to last some 10 to 15 years and so must be of good quality, and that this was driven by the ECB.  The Club had seen great success over the past few years, which brought inevitable competitive pressures, with a couple of players being lost to other clubs because Albury’s facilities were not good enough.  He pointed out that the Heath was a very bad surface for playing cricket, another reason for needed practice nets.  

Members raised the following issues:

Vandalism:  this had not been a problem to date.  The nets came with an insurance, and the Parish Council’s recreation ground insurance would be expanded to include the nets.

Usage:  Mr Nicholson did not envisage a problem if the public wished to use the nets whilst the Cricket Club was practicing.

Ongoing expenditure:  only the nets would degrade in time.  They would be hitched up from the ground at the end of each session and taken off in the winter.

New players:  Mr Nicholson hoped that new facilities would attract people who were currently playing elsewhere.

Use as football nets:  as they would be removed in the winter, and football was not normally played in the summer, this was not particularly likely, but probably would not cause any damage.  

Finance from Cricket Club:  Cllr Nicholson explained that the Club just broke even at present, and had no resources that were not committed to other essential areas.

Members agreed that Section 106 monies should be used for this purpose, subject to reasonable annual expenditure on insurance and maintenance.  Cllr Nicholson believed that the Club would be happy to pay for all maintenance.  

Mr Nicholson and the Clerk would now meet with Dennis Wheeler, Guildford Borough Council, to agree the way forward.
g) Goal posts:  Dennis Wheeler had confirmed that it is in order to use Section 106 monies for this purpose.  Members agreed to approve the expenditure of £588.00 plus VAT for two aluminium goal posts with nets.

h) Farley Green Signpost:  James Browne had now advised as follows:  “The old metal fingerposts are fixed into the ground with concrete and I would only consider removing it if it was beyond use or had been damaged.  I cannot justify allocating contractor time to relocate it on the grounds that is now affecting a sign with the village name on it that was only installed recently and not by my contractors.”  He suggested speaking to whoever put the new in sign and asking them to either adjust that sign or move the footpath sign and reinstall appropriately.  This matter was referred to the Open Spaces Committee.
i) Albury Hall and Library:  rent review:  Current rent for hall:  £2350 pa.  Proposed revised rent £2586 pa.  Current rent for library:  £130 pa, proposed revised rent £143.09.  Members approved this increase, to take effect from payment due June 2008.



	11/08
	Planning

Cllr Wenman declared a personal interest in a), as a neighbour.
a) Guildford Development Framework – site allocations consultation.  Consultation on the over 200 sites that had been suggested to GBC as potential development sites across the borough.  The consultation would run between 21/11 and 30/1/08.  Documents had been passed to Cllr Gellatly and he reported that there was one site in Albury:  Albury House.  He had been advised that GBC had not yet considered a potential use for it, and were currently gathering information, but had posed the following questions:
· should the site be included in the Development Framework as a potential residential development
· should the site be included for an alternative use:  park and ride, industrial or light business use.

Members considered the possibility of recommending the site for affordable housing, if this was possible given that the house is Grade II listed.  They believed that any recommendation should carry the proviso that priority was given to Albury residents. 


Cllr Gellatly would attend the community meeting on the 15th January, to consider whether there were other sites in Albury that could be included in the consultation. 
b) Planning Applications:  As from December 2007, all Members would receive notification by e-mail of all new applications in order that they might comment or attend the relevant planning meeting if they wished.  (Members noted that all councillors were members of the planning committee).

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

07/P/2529 26 Westonfields, Albury

Rear Conservatory

07/P/2535 North Wing, the Old Rectory, Albury

Detached single storey building to provide plant room, changing facilities and ancillary accommodation to serve swimming pool

The Parish Council had objected to a previous application for this extension, but this application had been scaled down, and there was now no objection.
07/T/00219 Land at Westonfields, Albury

Fell one Ash Tree (Albury Conservation Area)

No objection, but stipulated that the stump should be removed.


	b)
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS DETERMINED BY GUILDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

07/P/2240 Honeysuckle Cottage, Little London

Two storey rear extensions

Approved with conditions

07/P/2334  Medlar Cottage, Shophouse Lane, Farley Green

Detached traditional oak framed single bay garage  with attached log store

Approved with conditions

07/P/2435 Land at Tillingbourne Road and East Shalford Lane, Guildford

Consent under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 to upgrade existing 11kv overhead line to Albury Landfill site, Albury, replace existing 05SCV conductors with 120cc conductors and where necessary replace old poles and fittings in existing positions (within parish of Shalford).

No objection



	12/08
	Star Energy

Nothing to report.


	13/08
	Albury Landfill Site

Cllr Nicholson referred to the letter received from SITA, which had raised a number of questions to be answered by SCC.  SCC had responded just before Christmas with some more information and the Landfill Committee was now in a position to respond properly to SITA and to ask for a meeting.  Cllr Nicholson to action.
SITA had allocated a new planning person to Albury and there had subsequently been some activity.  Capping off had started, subsequent to a meeting with SCC, who had agreed that it should.  An EIA was to be carried out.



	14/08
	Finance

a) Precept Request:  The request for a parish precept requirement of £30,600 had been submitted, as agreed at the December meeting.  This equated to a Council Tax for a Band D property in the parish of £50.60.

b) Grant Aid:  The Grant Aid applications for £500 towards new curtains for the hall and £500 towards a new Farley Green village sign, had been approved.  These grants equated to 50% of total expenditure on each item.

c) Quality Status:  A task list of matters to be dealt with in order to qualify was to be drawn up.


	
	a) The following were paid out of meeting:

70) Guildford Borough Council:  Dec

71) Guildford Borough Council:  Jan

72) E Balshaw:  December

73) ADL Traffic Engineering

74) Society Local Council Clerks

75) A R Marsden

76) Spectrum Homes

77) D Daniel

78) D Daniel:  infilling and seeding recreation ground

79) R Hogben

b) The following are presented for payment

80) M R Lunnon:  weather proof socket outside Post Office for Christmas tree

81) J Cadman:  salary, December


	Chq no

d/d

d/d

d/d

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148
	Amount

£120

£120

£480.01

£584.56

£129.00

£239.24

£17.28

£1330
£420.50

£47.45

£172.00

£763.68


	Power

LGA ‘71

	15/08
	COUNCILLORS BUSINESS for noting or including on a future agenda, 

a) Carbery Lodge:  the owners had asked whether anything could be done to stop cars cutting down their track to cross the Green.  This was referred to Open Spaces.
b) Lockhurst Hatch Lane:  a leaf sweeper was still needed, as requested by Cllr Gellatly last November, as the road was very slippery.  This was referred to Highways and Byways.
c) Brook Hill:  lorries taking the turning to Cheynes had broken up the surface at the corner.  This was referred to Highways and Byways.
d) Childrens Christmas Party:  Cllr Chapman reported that this had taken place the previous day, and had been very successful.  The entertainers had been very good.  Members ratified the previous agreement that the Parish Council should pay for the entertainers, at £120.00, and donate the use of the hall.  Thanks were given to Cllr Chapman for organising and running with this again.

e) Key to recreation ground:  Mr and Mrs Wall had asked for one.  The Clerk would speak to them to clarify this.



	16/08
	NEW CORRESPONDENCE

a) Play England:  “The Risk in Play Dilemma”:  an event to explore this risk was to take place at the Electric Theatre, Guildford, on 22nd January, 9.45am to 3pm

b) Draft South Eastern Southern Plan:  Correspondence had been received from Anne Milton, MP for Guildford, confirming that she was still opposed to this plan, and enclosing a letter from Parmjit Dhanda, Parliamentary Under Secretary for State for the Department for Communities and Local Government, where he confirmed that Government was committed to the timely delivery of infrastructure and services required to support growth within SE England.

Routine Correspondence had been distributed prior to the meeting, returning to original reading packs.  



	17/08
	OPEN FORUM



	18/08
	DATES OF MEETINGS:

Full Council: 

Monday 4th February, 7.30pm.  Mayors Visit





Monday 3rd March, 7.30pm





Monday 7th April, 7.00pm:  Annual Assembly





Monday 12th May, 7.30pm:  Annual Meeting

Planning:


Every Monday at 7pm if there are plans to 





determine.


Finance, Admin and Personnel:

Date to be arranged

Highways and Byways:


Date to be arranged

Recreation and Open Spaces:

Date to be arranged

Community Development:

Date to be arranged





	
	It was agreed that the next meeting, which hosted the Mayor, should  follow the usual format:  the Clerk would provide the wine, soft drinks and glasses, Members would each provide a plate of refreshments.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.00pm.  
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